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INTRODUCTION

Direct seeding as a reforestation method s not new. Due 10 its relative
ease and simplicity divect seeding has attracted interest for some time. The
development of fairly effective chemicals for protecting pine seed from birds
and rodents has enhanced its appeal and provides another acceptable refor-
estation practice,

To date, small landowners in Virginia have made little use of direct
seeding. However, recent trends toward labor shortages, which make it
difficult to hire and hold wee planting crews, may induce more landowners
to consider direct seeding,.

Beginning in 1961 the Virginia Division of Forestry established a series
of lﬂl)]ﬂ.”‘!,' pine direct seeding studies on the Appomattox-Buckingham State
Forest. The general purpose of these studies was to test direct seeding as a
reforestation method and, more specifically, to test different sowing dates
and rates for the central piedmont, This report describes these loblolly pine
direct seeding studies and gives their results.







