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A THREE YEAR TREE PLANTING SURVIVAL STUDY IN VIRGINIA

by R. L. Marler

Summary

In a planned three year study (1959-60, 1960-61, and 1961-G2) the Virginia
Division of Forestry obtained planting survival percents for loblolly, shordleaf, and
white pine. More than 3300 different plantings throughout the state of Virginia were
field sampled to obtain survival dara under different plancing site conditions and for

different seasons or time of planting,

Results of the study show thar planting survival was generally low. Year planted
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time of year and planting site all had a considerable effect on planting survival. The
planting year 1960-61 clearly showed the adverse effect of season or time of year on
planting survival with low survival generally prevailing for loblolly pine planrted in the

fall.

This study indicates thar spring planting is safest.

Recommendation

Based on this study the following recommendation is made:

To secure maximum survival, planc pines in the spring {afrer the middle of

February). Avoid fall planting,

Introduction

Landowners interested in planting crees usually ask these
two questions: (1) when is the best time of year to plant;
and (2) whar survival may be expected?

In an attempt to answer the above guestions the Vir-
ginia Division of Forestry made an extensive study of tree
planting suevival in Virginia for a three-year period which
included the plancing seasons 1959-60, 1960-61, and 1961-
62. Loblolly, shoreleaf, and white pine first year survival
rates for different planting periods or seasons within a
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given planting year and for differenc planting site condi-
rions were investigared on a statewide basis.

This report describes this study and summarizes plane-
ing survival for the above named tree species for each of
three planting years: 1959-60, 1960-61, and 1961-62.
Survival data were taken in rthe field during che late fail
of the same year in which the pine seedlings were planted.
Therefore, the planting survival percents reported repre-
sent survival ar the end of the first growing season,
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