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Virginia Landcwners Try Direct Seeding Loblelly Pine

(First Growing Semson Fesults, 1960)
[ ’

niroduction

There iz coneldersble inter<st in direst scedine among Virpinie
landowners. However, informetlon purtaining to reaults of direct seeding
in Virginiz is mespar.

In 1960, Virginia Divislon of Forestry personnel workine in co-
operetlon with varlous Virginla Pledmont and Cosstal Plain landowners helped
direct ssed smull pilet arees so thet s compendium of direct seeding results
might be sterted. This report covers the first growing season reasults (1960)

of these ssedings.

There was at least one direct seeding in each of the following
Pledmont countles: A&lbemarle, HSedford, Buckinpgham, Cumberland, Dinwiddie,l/
Fluvanna, Hannvar,l;and Spotaylvania,

Coestal Plain counties having one or more direct seedinp inecluded
Essex, King and Queen, Lancaster, Worthwsberland, Richmond, Southampton, and

Sussex.

Number and Size of Aress Direct Seeded

A total of 20 direct seedings will be reportsd on in this report.
Of this total 9 were in the Piedmont and zversged approximately 3.5 acres
each while the 11 in the Coustel Plein everspged approximately 2 acres each.

There were two arees of 0.5 acre each (smallest acreage included)

and one of & acree which was the largest ares seeded.

1/ Listed as Piedmont because the soil type was that of & Pledmont soil.



Stratified loblelly pine seed wsa used, except as noted, in &ll
the direct seeding ereas included in this report. With one exception ell
loblolly pine seed used wos collectad in Virginis. Mr. Wilson Shefer,
Alvemarle County, purchssed and used seod from Georpie. 211 sosd used was
treetad with "sticker," Arssan 75, Endrin, end alumlnum flekes for bird,
insect, rodent control, eto.

Cne area of 2 acres locsatsd on the Cumbarland State Forest was
direct soceded using non-stratified ssed; &ll other seed used was stretified
for et least 30 deys.

The Virginls loblolly pine seod used aversged 18,000 seeda per

pound and hed = germination perceni of 75%.

o

ite Preperetion

#l]l ereas seeded had site preparetion in ons form or another,
The moet commonly used methods of site preperstion or soil exposurs
wsre dlsking end bulldozing. However, there were two areas which had been in

crop tivation ju=t prior to being meeded.

Soilm
Both typicel Pledment end Coestal Plein soils were represented in
the sesdings. A complete listing of socils, Ly type, mey be found later in

the report.

Seedine Method, Fete, and Time

Seeding was sgzcomplished using hend methods snd broedeesting the
seed, In &ll but two ceses e "Cyclone" typs seeder wes used to distribute

the peed.






