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RESULTS OF HELICOPTER SFRAYING OF 2,4,5-T

TO CONTROL UNWANTED HARDWOODS
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Results of Helicopter Srpaving of 2,4,5-T
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During late *August 1956 four different tracts in Gh&lotte Go.m;ty”:.“:
were aerially sprayed in an attempt to control unwanted herdwoods. 411 total,
approximately 400 acres of elther timberland or brush land were sprayed using
254, 5-T dllnted with diesel oil. The spraying contreect specified that twe
pounds 2,4,5-T aecid equivalent be applied per acre and that a cost of $9.45 per
aere be paid, The 2,4,5-T (4 ponnd aeid equivalent) was diluted with diesel
oll, nsing one-half gallon of the 4-pound aeld equivalent 2,4,5-T to two gal-

of diesel oil. Each acre was to receive a totel of 2% gallons of the
above mixture.

A helicopter equipped for genersl sproy work was used. 45-foot spray
swaths were cdvered by the helicopter gulded by rodmen stationed along the tract
bounderies nsing long poles topped with trightly colored flags. While spraying
the helicopter mainteins an average speed of from 40 to 45 miles per hour and
rcleases the spray just above tree top level. Under favorable conditions 100
ecres of forest land can be sprayed in one howr's time. The spraying pro-
gresses rapidly once it starts, but weather conditions are all importent. Very
little wind mnv;ment non be tolerated for fear of injurions Arift to adjacent
areas. Adjacent areas with crops sensitive to the spray can be killed if mch
drift occurs pointing out one of the hazards of serisl sppliecation of silvi-
nides,

Results of aerial spraying (using silvieides for forestry purposes)
can best be evaluated during mid-swmmer or loter the next growing season after
spreying; this ellows enongh time for resprouting to show up. :In July 1957
the Virginia Division of Forestry measured the effects of the spreying by a
sampling procedure employing eireunler plots regulerly Adistributed over the
sprayed tracts. Flot size nsed varied with the slze of the tree growth present

-= for low brush, 0.00l-acre - plet redins 3.72 feet; for teller bensh, 0,005-

*The most effective time of yeer for this type of spraying is during daly







