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FOREST LEGACY APPLICATION

Program Year – Fiscal 2016
This document will become a public record and is accessible under  the

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
**IMPORTANT APPLICATION INFORMATION**
Interested persons or organizations should review the Request for Proposals document for details of the Forest Legacy Program (the “Program”) in Virginia

Landowners should complete this application and provide it to the Project Advocate as soon as possible so the Project Advocate can prepare a Project Proposal
The Project Advocate will incorporate property information into a Project Proposal and must submit it to the Virginia Department of Forestry (the “Agency”) by July 17, 2014 

Program information may be obtained by contacting:

Larry Mikkelson

Virginia Department of Forestry

434-220-9091

larry.mikkelson@dof.virginia.gov

LANDOWNER INFORMATION:
Landowner(s) Name(s) (List all owners of record): ___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address (not required): _______________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Email (not required): ________________________________________________________________

Contact Phone Number(s): ____________________________________________________________

LANDOWNER-DESIGNATED PROJECT ADVOCATE:
The Project Advocate is a land conservation organization (typically a land trust), or state agency, that will produce a proposal for the Program, represent you, and promote your property during the review and ranking of the proposal at the state level. The advocate will also assist the Agency in compiling property information and presenting your property for national ranking.

Name of Project Advocate: ___________________________________________________________ 
Project Advocate’s Contact Person/Agent: ______________________________________________
Project Advocate’s Business Address: __________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

Daytime Telephone Number: ____________________ Email: ______________________________

Does the agent have authority to make decisions on your behalf? 
Yes
⁪     No     
PROPERTY INFORMATION:
US House District where Property is located: ________

County: _____________________________  
Tax Map Parcel No(s): _______________________________________________________________

Deed Reference Book/Page: _______________ Plat Reference Book/Page: ____________________
Current Local Zoning Where Property Is Located: _______________________________________ 
Tax Parcel Acreage: __________________________________________________________________

Acres Offered for Forest Legacy:_______________________________________________________ Forested Acres: _____________________________________________________________________
Cleared/Open Land Acres: __________________________________________________________

Note: Area offered for Forest Legacy must be at least 75% forested. Planting of trees on open land to meet this requirement is acceptable. 
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION AND DETAILS:
Your responses below will assist the Project Advocate in preparing a proposal for the Program.  For each criterion below, fill in your responses in this document, or attach a separate sheet.
Why is your property important? (factors to consider: environmental, social, economic, public benefit)
How is your property threatened? (the likelihood of conversion to non-forest uses resulting in loss of forest values and public benefits)
How are the location, or the attributes, of your property strategic? (its relationship to other conserved properties or how it contributes to a land conservation plan, strategy, or initiative) 
Please describe your long term goals and objectives for the property.

Please describe what have been the traditional uses of the forest land on your property.

Please provide any additional information that you believe makes your property a good candidate for the Program. 
CHOICE OF ESTATE BEING OFFERED:
Please check only one of these two options: 

_____ I am willing to sell my property in fee simple to a Virginia state agency.
_____ I am willing to sell only my development rights by placing my property under a conservation easement. In this case, I will retain my ownership of the land and also all my other rights such as farming, timbering, selling the property, and passing it to my heirs, etc.  
COST-SHARE (MATCH) COMMITMENT:

Program guidelines require a twenty-five (25) percent match for either: 1) an individual ownership if that ownership makes up the entire proposal, or 2) multiple ownerships that are combined into one joint proposal. Joint proposals are occasionally presented if the Project Advocate is able to combine different ownerships, with varying match amounts, into a multi-property proposal.
Talk with the Project Advocate you have chosen to determine what type of proposal they are considering for your property. 

SINGLE OWNERSHIP PROPOSALS – If your ownership is being offered individually, the minimum match of 25% is required. However, if you are able/willing to forgo a greater percentage than this required minimum for your property, the proposal has the potential to be ranked higher at the national level. The amount that you match may be considered to be a donation for tax benefits (check with your tax advisor on this matter). 
MULTIPLE OWNERSHIP PROPOSALS – If the Project Advocate is offering your property as part of a joint proposal (this is not as common) you have the option of offering a lesser or greater percent match for your property so long as the Advocate has other properties to combine with yours to meet the required 25% match. 

MATCH DESIGNATION - Taking the above information into account, please designate below the percentage of the value you are willing/able to forego, as match for the Program: ____________ %
CONFIRMATION OF UNDERSTANDING:
Please initial each statement below to indicate that you have read and understand them:

_____ Once a Program grant is made to purchase my property (or easement), I will be notified of the amount granted in a non-binding Letter of Intent. I will be asked to sign this letter to state my intention to proceed with the deed/easement negotiations for the transaction. This letter is required by the Agency before Program funds can be used to pay for necessary due diligence tasks.
_____ The Program requires that an appraisal of my property (or easement) be undertaken to determine its fair market value. This appraisal must conform to Federal Yellow Book (UASFLA) appraisal standards. I will be expected to provide property information (plats, maps, legal description, etc) in my possession, or readily available, to the appraiser that is hired by the Agency.
_____I will be notified in writing by the Agency of the appraised value of the property (or easement) once the appraisal is completed. This correspondence will provide information on the amount I can expect to receive to purchase my property (or easement). I am under no obligation to sell my property (or easement) for the amount offered.   
_____ While it is not common, I may be asked to pay for some of the due diligence costs for the acquisition of my property, or allow these costs to be deducted from the amount I am offered for the purchase of my property (or easement). 
_____ If I offer an area of my property for the Program that is less than an entire tax parcel (or multiple entire tax parcels) I will be expected to pay for the survey necessary to define the area being sold (or encumbered by the easement).
_____ If I am offering an easement over my property, a Stewardship Plan (written forest management plan) for my property will need to be prepared prior to closing. If funds are available, the Program will pay for this plan. 
_____ If I intend to apply for Virginia Land Preservation Tax Credits or claim Federal tax benefits I will need to hire for a separate appraisal than the Yellow Book appraisal noted above.
_____ A few weeks before closing I will be asked to sign a statement that the amount of value I forgo in the bargain sale may be used as the required match for the Program.

_____ After closing a news release will be issued to the local/statewide media to promote the Program; in this article my property may be mentioned by name.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
(Fill in or attach separate sheet)

What is the estimated value of the land (easement) offered for the Program?

How did you determine this value? (appraisal, landowner estimate, tax assessment, etc.) 

Have the mineral rights been severed (sold or leased) from the property you are offering? _____

Are there any conservation easements that currently protect or restrict the property? ____

If yes, explain:

List any and all liens and encumbrances on the property proposed for the Program.  Examples:  mortgages, utility easements, public or private rights-of-way or easements, water flow or use restrictions or easements, deed restrictions, tax liens, mineral leases, etc.

Check items that you have obtained for the property that may show it is ready to be acquired:

____ Recent market analysis, pre-appraisal, or appraisal

____ Agreement with potential owner/holder on terms of the fee acquisition or easement

____ Signed option or sales agreement with the potential owner/holder

____ Title search
____ Minerals determination if mineral rights have been severed

____ Forest Management Plan (Stewardship Plan)

____ Other (describe here): ________________________________________________________ 

LANDOWNER CONSENT AGREEMENT:
I, as the landowner, agree to allow inspection of my property offered for consideration herein under the Forest Legacy Program. I agree to allow employees of the Agency, or members of the Forest Legacy Subcommittee, to inspect the property as may be required during the application process with the understanding that the contact person specified below shall be notified in advance of all inspection visits. Should the Forest Legacy Program grant funds for the acquisition of my property/easement, I agree to allow contractors hired by the Agency to enter the property to perform necessary due diligence tasks so long as the contact person is provided contractor contact information in advance, and the contact person is notified in advance of the expected date of the visit(s) to the property. 
Name and Phone of Contact Person: ____________________________________________________

LANDOWNER SIGNATURE(S):

(All titleholders must sign)

The information provided in this application is true to the best of my knowledge and belief. I agree that the Project Advocate designated herein may offer my land for funding consideration under the Forest Legacy Program.
PRINT NAME(S)


SIGNATURE



DATE

__________________________
__________________________
_________________

__________________________
__________________________
_________________

__________________________
__________________________
_________________

The Application should also include the following:
⁪
Aerial Photo (can be obtained via Google Maps, or through your local Farm Services Agency office)

⁪
Legal Description (if available; may be found in your deed or title insurance policy)

⁪
List of Existing Permanent Improvements on the Tract, including houses, barns, lakes, 
ponds, wells, roads and other structures.

⁪
Map Information (provide as much map information as is available):

· Copy of Road Map indicating location of the property

· Copy of Plat or Survey Map of the parcel indicating location of tract

· Map identifying all dumps, or waste disposal sites on the property

· Copy of Tax Map, or portion thereof, containing the parcel
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