
Fire lines and fire breaks 
Iƻǿ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ōǳǊƴ ǳǇ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎ ǇƛƴŜǎΧ 

{ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΧ 
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CƛǊŜ ƭƛƴŜǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǎƳƻƪŜΧ 
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5ŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴǎΧ 

Â Fire line ς any constructed disruption in a fuel source 
to stop or control the spread of fire or provide a line 
from which to suppress a fire 

Â Fire break ς a naturally, or already existing fuel break 
such as a creek, green farm field, road, pond , lake, 
etc. 

Â Whether constructed or existing ς should be 
adequate to STOP a fire under all but the most 
extreme circumstances 
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CŜŀǘǳǊŜǎΧǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘΧ 

Â ¦ǎŜ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ŦƛǊŜ ōǊŜŀƪǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΣ ǎŀǾŜǎ ǘƛƳŜΧƛŦ 
they are adequate 

Â Are they wide enough to control the fire??? 

Â Should have no fuel (well ς a little is OK and realistic) 

Â No sharp turns ς WHY????? 

Â {ƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ǘǊŀǾŜǊǎŀōƭŜ όǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ άL Ŏŀƴ Ǝƛǘ 
ŀŎǊƻǎǎŜŘ ƛǘΧέ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎΧ[h[ύ 

Â Again ς why???? 
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Fire line planning / considerations 

Â Keep on contours when possible 

Â Install water bars on steep areas 

Â Prepare well in advance if possible (but recognize 
some touch up may be required) 

Â ¦ǎŜ άǊƛƴƎ-ŀǊƻǳƴŘǎέ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ōǳǊƴ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ 
critical habitats / features within the burn unit 

Â Think about changes in wind directions ς winds do 
change ς consider your fire lines from all wind 
directions, not just the preferred wind direction 
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Seeding fire lines ς quick notes 

Â Why? If the lines were created in fall, they have to lay all 
winter and are subject to erosion 

Â Can serve as hunting areas during winter 

Â {ŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƘŜŀǘ ƻǊ ǊȅŜ ƛƴ ŦŀƭƭΧŎŀƴ ōŜ ǊŜ-disked before 
ōǳǊƴΣ ƻǊ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ƛǎΧ 

Â After burn is conducted ς can top sow clover, Korean or 
Kobe lespedeza, partridge pea, etc. 

Â Not as important if lines are constructed in spring, as 
native cover will come up quickly, but a cheap annual can 
be used like millet, milo, etc. 
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tŀǊǘǊƛŘƎŜ ǇŜŀ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƎƻƻŘ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΧ 
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{ǳƴ ǾŜǊǎǳǎ ǎƘŀŘŜΧŦŀƭƭ ǾŜǊǎǳǎ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ 

 


