
Prescribed Fire: 
Benefits for wildlife 

Using fire to provide long-term, 
ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎΧ 
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Short term losses versus long term gains 
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Game versus non-ƎŀƳŜΧƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘƛŦǘ 
focus to ecosystems 

 



4 

Many plant/animal communities 
ŜǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƛǊŜΧ 

Â A naturally occurring habitat disturbance 

Â Frequency depended on weather patterns, soils, 
vegetative structure, etc. 

Â Some habitats are fire dependent, some fire adapted 

Â Used by Indians for many purposes 

Â Other things like grazing animals interacted with fire 
effects to produce highly diverse, robust ecosystems 
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.ƛǎƻƴΧaƻǘƘŜǊ bŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ ŘƛǎƪΧ 
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tƛŎǘǳǊŜ нрΣллл ōǳŦŦŀƭƻ ƎǊŀȊƛƴƎΧ 
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General benefits to wildlife are through 
Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΧ 
Â Tends to reduce woody stems and increase herbaceous 

plants 

Â Scarifies seeds and stimulates germination 

Â Has some fertilization effects 

Â Improves nutritional value of some plants 

Â Increases palatability of herbaceous vegetation 

Â Removes duff layer ς exposes some bare soil 

Â Improves plant structure ς keeps food and cover down 
where it is needed 
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wŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǿƻƻŘȅ ǎǘŜƳǎΧǿƘȅ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎ 
good? 
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Scarifying seeds and encouraging 
ƘŜǊōŀŎŜƻǳǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΧ 
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Removes duff layer and exposes some 
ōŀǊŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘΧ 

 


